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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


Tar | Abibdri-Am of the 13th September states that a 
cowherd in Dublin, who had sold four pies’ worth of milk to 
a person, was fined Rs. 50 by the Police Court, because on 
being examined by an analytical chemist it was found to contain 
water in the proportion of one-half. The editor is of opinion 
that in this country, where the practice of mixing water with 
milk i is very common, and is carried to such an extent that the 
milk sold by cowherds and shopkeepers is sometimes made 
up entirely of water, with only a little milk to colour it, simi- 
lar notice. ought to be taken of the offence, and a prohibition 
issued against the sale of adulterated milk, all persons guilty 
of disobedience being brought to punishment. 


A Benares correspondent of the Kavs Vachan Sudhd of 
the 14th September asserts that since the suspension of Pun- 
dit Raghonath Prasad, Kotwal, confusion and disorder reign 
in the city ; first, because the person who has been appointed 
to act for him. is not well acquainted with the great men there ; 
and second, because the police is now very little feared by the 
people. Thieves, gamblers, and other bad characters, have 
found ,an opportunity of renewing their vicious career: they 
freely indulge in their wicked practices, regardless of the con- 
~ sequences, and.think that the removal of the late Kotwal from 
his office, has restored the old Nawabé days in Benares. — 
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~The correspondent also draws attention to the oppression 


‘and extortion practised by a particular betel-seller on the people 
of the well-known matt for the sale of betel at Soorj Koond, 


near Aurangabad, where persons come from distant places to 
sell bétel-leaves. The. oppressive behaviour of the man has 
led the people to prefer a complaint against /him in the cri- 
minal court. eS 


The Akhbdr-i-Alam of the same date has a long article 
on the wretched condition of patients in Government civil 


hospitals. All poor and helpless patients, of whatever sex and 


age, under treatment in them are grossly neglected. They get 
either too little or bad food to eat, and that, too, at improper 
times ; wear clothes squalid and unsuited to the season, which 
makes their disease worse; and are not properly served by the 
persons who attend on them. There are no bath-rooms set 
apart for them, and supposing there were, who would care to 
pay so much attention to their comfort? Nocare or regularity 
is exercised in their medicine and diet, and, to complete the 
picture of their distress, they are mercilessly turned out by the 
sub-assistant surgeon from the hospital before they have fully 
recovered, in spite of the strongest protestations on their part as 
to their being still sick. Thus driven out, the poor patients are 
left quite helpless, and, in a most miserable condition, confine 
themselves in their dwellings or lie about the streets without 
any one to look after them. The sub-assistant surgeons, who, 
as a rule, are Bengalee Baboos, care not a bit about their dis- 
tress ; their sole concern is to enter in the register the name of 
the patient, the date on which he eame under treatment, the 
kind of disease under which he labours, and the date of his 
being turned out of the hospital. Beyond this they-care no- 
thing, and it is all the same to them whether the patient reco- 


ver or die. They do not even pay attention to ascertain the 


disease from which he suffers, or to consider well what medi-. 
cine should be prescribed for him ; one hour is considered quite 
sufficient to look after a number of patients. They do not 
even take the trouble to inquire from the patients as to their 
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being better or worse than before, and, in case of any of 
them labouring under more diseases than one at the same time, 
think only of curmg that one of them which suggests itself to 
their defective understanding. hee 


Under such circumstances, what hope can there be of the 
patients’ recovery? To crown their sufferings, numbers of 
flies are suffered to torment them, and the hospital rooms are 
not even provided with punkhas, though the charge would be 
trifling, as a single cooly could pull the punkhas of all the 
rooms. In the absence of this common convenience, the suf- 
ferings of the sick, especially in the hot season, know no end. 
The writer concludes with expressing his regret that a large 
sum of money, partly paid from the Imperial funds, and partly 
raised from popular subscriptions, should be spent in the main- 
tenance of the hospitals, and yet the condition of the patients 
be so far neglected. Worse still, the few Hindoostanee mem- 
bers of the dispensary committee seldom meet, and even when 
such a meeting does take place, no steps are taken to reform 
the evils above mentioned. The attention of the Local Go-— 
vernments, as well as-of the Government of India, ought to 
be drawn to the matter. 


The same paper takes exception to the notification of the 
Government of India, Financial Department, No. 2620, dated 
10th August last, ruling that no person shall be appointed 
to the public service in India in a grade eligible to pension 
without a certificate by a commissioned medical officer or by a 
medical officer in charge of a civil station, that he has no 
disease, constitutional affection, or bodily infirmity, unfitting 
him or likely to unfit him for the public service. In the editor’s 
opinion the order is impolitic and unwise, as it will open an ample 
field to corruption, by giving doctors still greater power and a 
surer chance of exacting bribes from the public. Even now, 
many of them are so much in the habit of taking bribes that, 
unless a person: has fully satisfied their demands, he cannot 
get a certificate of any kind; and the new rule will serve still. 
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more to encourage them in their unfair play. Many who are 
tinfit for the public service will secure certificates on the pay- 
ment of a bribe; while large numbers of poor people, who will 
be unable through poverty to give anything to the doctor, will 
be unjustly deprived of the privilege, and, consequently, shut 
out from Government employment. As to grades eligible to 
pension, it will be remembered that even such low-paid em- 
ployés as peous have a right to pension, and hence the rule will 
affect even candidates for the lowest-paid appointments, and 
prove to be a most unhappy obstacle in their way. 


Under these circumstances, the order will do more harm 
than good, and it is, therefore, most desirable that it should 
be rescinded, it being left wholly to officers to judge of the 
fitness or unfitness, in a physical as well as intellectual point-of 
view, of the persons employed by them. _ 


In closing his remarks, the writer regrets to observe that. 
two orders have recently been passed by Lord- Mayo one 
debarring persons from entering service after the age of twenty- 
five, another compelling them to retire from service after. the 
age of fifty-five; and that, to crown the misfortunes of the 
people, a third order, which is still more oppressive, has now 
been passed. 


The same paper notices the ilielion made by the Satya- 
Sabhd of Agra, and based on the “ Narpati,”’ a Hindoo hook on 
_ astrology, that in A.D. 1873 a large empire will come under 
the British sway and be annexed toitsdominions. The editor 
remarks that, in case of this prediction proving true, it will be 
proper for the Governor-General to confer a rich reward on the 
members of the society, as well for their being the foretellers 
of happy news as in acknowledgment of their scientific abili- 
ties; and presumes that, as Russia and. Prussia are now the 
only lar ge empires in Europe, it is probable either of these 
two will be annexed to the British territories. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 15th September, in its ne 
of local news, draws attention to the complaints of. the people 
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of the city against the tricks of shopkeepers, who, under 
the ‘pretence of selling by auction thin gs such as cloth, 
&c., succeed in imposing upon the country folk, It: is 
added, that last week, a quarrel broke out between the stu- 
dents of the La Martiniére College and a European auctioneer, 
though, fortunately, by the interference of the inspector of 
police, who came up in time to the spot, it was immediately 
put down. 


The Muftd+-Am of the same date dwells on the difficulties 
which candidates for law examinations have now to -con- 
tend against. While formerly well-bred Hindoostanees were 
appointed moonsiffs and suddur sudoors without being re- 
quired to pass an examination, at present not only is this 
indulgence not allowed, but the examinations have become most 
difficult. This is due partly to the fact that new laws are 
made from day to day, which are soon after cancelled or 
amended, and partly to the hard conditions and requirements 
imposed. Not only have the candidates to learn by heart 
numerous acts, regulations, circular orders, and what not, but 
they must, at the same time, be prepared to pay the examina- 
tion-fee, and must obtain a certificate from some high officer 
before they can be admitted to the examination of pleadership 
in any district. But this is not all; a new condition, viz., a 
knowledge of English sufficient to enable them to read, write, 
and speak that language with ease, has of late been super- 
added. And why does Government enforce such severe restric- 
tions, and what does it pay the examinees in return for their 
pains ? No salary is paid them from the public treasury, and 
all they receive is a piece of paper, called a diploma, entitling 
them to follow a profession which is at best only a means of 
obtaini ng a precarious livelihood. In fact, the-case of plea- 
ders in procuring their maintenance may well be compared to 
that ofthe spider: Just as that animal spins a cobweb and 
lies in wait for its prey, so do these poor persons spread their 
earpets around the Courts, from day to day in expectation of 
clients, and are papP y or miserable according as they succeed 
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or fail in their object. Not’ that all pleaders lead such a 
wretched life ; the fortmnate among them, who have made them- 
selves a name, are sought after by people from the city and the 
mofussil, and comian.l great incomes: but there’ are. others 
whose earnings are so scanty as not even to cover their or- 
dinary expenses. In short, there appears to be no reason, why 
Government should impose such hard conditions on a profes- 
sion which costs it nothing except the grant of a diploma, and 
the writer thinks it will do well to relax the conditions of the 
| examination, but increase the examination-fee. 


. CPE PAE REE OES ee a a 


= The ahove is a brief notice of the requirements for the 
examination of the civil courts, which, ‘it 18 observed, are so 
) difficult that, despairing of success, many have given up all 
thoughts of trying forit. Let us turn to the Revenue Depart- 
ment, and see what trials await the candidates for tehseeldarship. 
The requirements prescribed are the following : — 


(1) Continued service for a fixed period in the Revenue 
Department on a salary not less than Rs. 20 per men- 
sem. 


(2) The application for sininiieiialil must receive the sanc- 
if tion of the commissioner or the collector. 


(3) Candidates must furnish a certificate of some Euro- 
pean officer testifying their descent from a noble family 
and their personal abilities. niid 


(4) Candidates must be thoroughly conversant with the 
7 “existing laws and regulations. 


Unless a candidate fulfil all these conditions he cannot 
be admitted to the examination. But his trial does ‘not end 
here. Even if, after sarmounting all the difficulties, he has 
taken his seat in the examination-room, written out his 
answers under the supervision of officers and sent them up, 4 
telegram arrives stating that the questions have been tam- 
pered with, and that the examination must be postponed, This 
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has been the case for several years p:st, to the great disap- 
pointment of the candidates. 


The writer concludes with expressing a hope that the 
Government, North-Western Provinces, will see fit to revise 
the rules for the examinations so as to afford facilities to candi- 
dates. 


The same paper notices with approval the proposal of the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal toraise the salaries of his subor- 
dinates on the ground of their being insufficiently paid, com- 
pared with the heavy work they have to do; but regrets to 
find that the propesal concerns only the higher officers, and 
ignores subordinate officials. For some years it has been. 
observed with surprise that in the new arrangements made from 
time to time in courts, while the salaries of officers such as 
tehseeldars and deputy collectors in the Revenue Depart- 
ment, and moonsiffs, sudder ameens, and sudder sudoors in 
the Judicial Department, have been raised, the claims of. lower 
employés receiving Rs. 10 or Rs. 15 have been entirely disre- 
garded, though in consequence of a growing increase in work 
their duties have considerably increased, and it is a fact that 
the weight of the work falls chiefly on them. In offices where 
there is a graded system of salaries, officials have some conso- 
lation in the hope that they. will receive an annual increment. 
to their pay ; but where this rule does not exist, they are wholly 
given up to despair. Under these circumstances, the case 
of subordinate employés in Government offices ought to attract 
the attention of Government. 


The -Almorah Akhbér of the same date has a long leader 
on widow-marriage. ‘The writer begins with describing the 
misery and wretchedness which are the lot of widows: among 
the Natives, and:the heinous-and unnatural crimes they are led 
to commit on account of not being allowed to re-marry. They 
often’ carry on intrigues with men, and, in order to con- 
ceal the crime, procure abortion or commit infanticide, and 
thereby entail a stigma of disgrace onthe family to which 
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they belong. Sometimes, too, the relatives of such widows 
try to get rid of them by means of poison, or in some other 
way, in order to save their reputation from being blotted by 
their foul deeds. An instance of this only recently happened 
in Poonah, where, on a widow becoming pregnant, her brother | 
tried at first to bring about abortion but failing in his object 
made her swallow poison and before it had produced its effect 
burnt her, in spite of her cries and lamentations. Other ex- 
amples of the helpless and miserable condition of widows, and 
the fate to which they are doomed, have come to the writer’s 
notice in newspapers and journals. A young widow in Suf- 
dargunj, having no one to take care of her, was ravished in 
a field by a party of six or seven men. | 


The writer goes on to notice the views of the Moghul Serai 
Society on the subject of widow marriage published in its jour- 
nal. The society, after pointing out the evils resulting from 
the absence of widow marriage, and remarking upon the injus- 
tice of preventing women who have lost their first husbands ~ 
re-marrying and leaving men at liberty to take as many wives 
as they please, proves the desirability of carrying out the re- 
form. It is stated, that nowhere in the Shastras is the mar- 
riage of widows. forbidden, though it cannot be denied that 
for special reasons the practice was not common in former 
ages. These were—(1) the fact of women being learned and 
conversant with their scriptures, in consequence of which 
when any of them became a widow she passed her life in devo- 
tion, and there was no fear of her swerving from the paths | 
of virtue ; and (2) the existence of the suttee ceremony, owing 
to which young widows who happened to have no issue used 
to burn themselves on their husband’s funeral-pile. Both these 
causes have now ceased to exist. Learning is. quite unknown 

among women, partly owing to the indifference of the Natives 
to female education, and partly owing to the peculiar state of 
the times; while swttee has been prohibited by the English 
Government. Under these circumstances, the marriage of 
Widows i inan age like the present is not orily right and proper, 
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bat absolutel: y necessary. * The followin g reasons may be added: 
as further proofs of the legality of the: ‘practice -— 


(Qa) The love a sensual pleasure i is more predominant over 
_-women, than. men. 


@) The. Hindoo scriptures allow women to enter into 2. 

second marriage in five cases ; viz., (1) if her husband. 

.-is missing. and no trace can be found of him ; (2). if he 

' is dead ; (3) if he has made choice of retirement ;°(4): 

if he be impotent, or a eunuch; (95) if: he has somehow. 
lost his faith. oe 


In conclusion, the writer calls upon his countrymen to take 
steps to introduce the reform, and hopes that if the subject is 
taken up earnestly by them success is sure to attend their 
efforts, and, as in Bombay, many widows. will be united in a 
second marriage in these parts, as there are many people here. 
who take a hearty. interest in the movement. Among these 
may be mentioned Seth Thakora Singh Deva of Benares, 
who has ‘issued a notice expressing his readiness to render 
pecuniary aid to all widows who may chose to re-marry: 


The Akhbdr-i-Anjuman-i-Panjdb of the same date, in a 
long leader, suggests the necessity of having Hindoostanee 
members in the House of Commons. After premising that it 
is an important duty of a ruling power to consult popular 
opinion in all matters connected with the interests of its sub- 
jects, and that the English Government is remarkable for 
adhering closely to this principle, the writer proceeds to ex- 
_ press his regret that there’ should be no Native members in 
the House of Commons. Ina parliament to which every town, 
' county, and borough sends its representatives or burgesses, 
whose duty it is to advocate and defend the rights and inter- 
ests of thé people whom they represent, and to set Govern- 
ment at rights in matters in which it might be in the wrong, 
the participation of Natives is most desirable.” The necessity 
- for this was ‘recently’ acknowledged by the members of the 
select committee ‘at the’ time of laying their report ‘on the 
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-_ebnié and expenditare of India before the House of Commons, 
The Friend of. India also lately pointed’ out the expediency 
of the measure, on which the Hindoo Patriot remarked that, 
though the measure was most proper and becoming, it was 
feared Natives who are worthy of taking part in the House of 
Commons would not like to undertake the duty. ‘The writer 
dissents from this opinion, and doubts not but that the wealthy 
zemindars of Bengal, the rich merchants of Bombay, the 
famous jagheerdars of the Punjab, and the well-to-do talook- 
dars of Oudh, will willingly agree to take up their residence — 


in England for a fixed time to plead in the cause of their coun- 
try’s good. 


On the above grounds, the writer is of opnion that while 
Native councils, as has been proposed by Mr. Forsyth, should be 
established in India, the sitting of Indian representatives in the 
House of Commons inEngland should also be enforced. They 
Government of India should pass an order requiring a par- 
ticular number of Natives from each presidency to be sent to 
England year by year, or every second or third year, as it should 
think proper, and as the sessions of the House of Commons 
might make necessary. It is a fact. of which all experienced 
personages whose minds are unbiassed by prejudice or partiality 
have felt the necessity, that in order to promote the welfare 
of India it is indispensable that the feelings and opinions of its 
people in all matters affecting their interests should be fully 
consulted, in order that their real wants and wishes may be 
known. The day will certainly be avery blessed one for 
India when this end is attained, and the members of Parliament — 
will pay as much attention to the wants and wishes of its 
inhabitants as to other important matters. The writer calls 
upon his countrymen to prefer a petition to Government pray- 
ing for the conferment of the privilege, and has sanguine hopes ~ 
that Government will deign to listen to the prayer.:. He con- 
cludes with the wish that the time may soon arrive when Native 
gentlemen of rank and dignity, such as:Nawab Muhsin-ood- 
Dowla, Nawab Taj ammul Hoosein, orsome such man of worth 
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from Oudh ; Khwaja Abdool Ghanee from Bengal: Sardar 
Nihal Sing, Raja Sahib Dyal, or Nawab Nawazish Ali Khan, 
from the Punjab; and gentlemen of similar character from 
Bombay and Madras, will take part in Parliament as repre- 
sentatives of their respective presidencies and plead in favour 
of the rights and interests of their countrymen. 


_ The Lawrence Gazette of the same date learns from the 

Englishman thatit is Her Majesty’s wish to appoint one of her 
sons. as Viceroy of India. The Englishman is of opinion that 
by this plan, India will secure in twenty-five years the advan- 
tages which Government has had in contemplation during 


hundreds of years. 


The editor of the Lawrence Gazette is strongly in favour of 
the proposal, and thinks it to be fraught with good. Among 
other advantages that will be gained by the measure, one is 
that the people of India, who have ever been fond of a sight of 
their sovereign, will be enabled to gratify their desire in this 
respect, whereby their love for their ruler will be enhanced. 
_ The ancient sovereigns of India were in the habit of appear- 

‘ing in their balcony before sunrise, in order to enable their 
subjects to have a sight of them, as also to afford such of them 
as could not gain access to their court an opportunity of 
representing their grievances. A large crowd of visitors waited 
every morning below the balcony to have the pleasure of 
paying their respects to their sovereign. “It was by this plan 
‘that ‘the Emperor Akbar made himself so popular among his 
subjects. The great joy felt by the Natives on the occasion of 
the recent visit of the Duke of Edinburgh to this couutry, and 
the rejoicings with which his advent was welcomed and cele- 
brated by them in all places, is another proof of the fondness 
of the people for a sight of their rulers. On the whole, 
the editor thinks it highly advisable that Her Majesty’ 8 Se- 
cond son he appointed Viceroy of India, and that Delhi, which 
rulers of old chose as a central and fit place for a: capital, 


should be made the seat of his empire. . 
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‘Referring ‘to the expedition which’ Government has in:con- 


templation against the Looshais in November next, and the 


arrangements connected therewith, the same paper remarks 
that the Looshais are sure to give way before the English 
veterans and take to flight, and is of opinion the villages of 
the savages should be set on fire, in order to impress. them 
with fear. | } 

The same paper, in remarking upon the state of infanti- 
cide in the North-Western Provinces, suggests that in order 
to put an effective check to the crime, lower empioyés, such as 


putwarees and others, who might be found to exert themselves 


in the movement, should be encouraged in their eftorts by 
means of rewards, and that, on the other hand, in case of 
their being found guilty of. concealing the crime or participa- 
ting in it, severe punishments should be inflicted in order to 
give warning to others. 


The same paper notices the order passed by the rh 
ment of Madras to its subordinates directing that the money 
payments from treasuries to persohs in charge of pagodas, 
mosques, &c., should be commuted to grants of land. The 
editor approves of the order, and remarks that, though at first 
receivers of stipends for the maintenance of ‘religious institu- 
tions may feel dissatisfied with the ruling, they will in the end 
have reason to find it to their advantage. In the editor’s opi- 
nion, the order should be made applicable to all holders of 
religious endowments throughout British India. 


The same paper comments on the statement quoted with | 
surprise by the Bangalore Herald, from the correspondence of 
a Vernacular newspaper, that Bombay has now become a scene 
of frightful crimes, thirty-four girls having been recently sold 
there for three thousand rupees. The editor wonders that 
such a large number of girls should have been sold at Bom- 
bay without any steps having been taken by the authorities 
to check the practice ; but thinks it most: likely that by the 
expression “ selling the girls” ” the writer of the news refers to 
the giving of them in marriage in liew of money, as‘is customary 
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in some classes of people, especially the lower castes.- In the 
_ rade notions of the receivers, the money thus taken in exchange 
_ for their daughters is regarded as their due for the support 
of the girls. As protection and safety are necessary, which 
_are afforded by Government, the writer thinks that out of the 
sum thus received in each marriage given as remuneration for 
the girls’ support, Government should exact a marriage-fee 
in the proportion of one-tenth as its due. This plan is likely 
to put a‘stop to the abuse in all classes of the people among 
whom it is in vogue. 

A correspondent of the Koh-i-Mir of the 16th September, 
in a long article, draws the attention of the Punjab Govern- 
ment to the paucity of: pleaders and attorneys in most of the 
districts of the Punjab, in consequence of which people have 
to suffer great inconvenience, and often lose cases owing to 
their ignorance in legal matters and court proceedings; and 
points out the necessity of its adopting measures to increase 
their number. This is the more necessary on account of the 
Punjab being soon to be placed on the same footing with the 
North-Western Provinces with regard to the system of ad- 
ministration. The plan the writer would suggest is that teh- 
seeldars -and naib-tehseeldars who have passed the examina- 
tion of tehseeldarship, should be allowed to practice as pleaders, 
without being required to pass any further examination. This 
plan, besides supplying a want, will also be useful in giving 
employment to those officials in the event of their coming 
under reductions in the new arrangements. 


The editor of the Koh-i-Ndr. concurs with his correspon- 
dent in acknowledging the need of an increase in the number 
of pleaders, but considers the plan suggested for supplying 
the deficiency ineffectual. In his opinion, the best and surest 
way to increase the number of pleaders will be by allowing 
the able and well-qualified pleaders: of the subordinate courts 
to practise in the chief court---a concession which will not 
appear absurd when it is remembered that only recently the 
pleaders of the chief court have been empowered to practise in 
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the High Courts at Calcutta and Allahabad. This plan 18 sure 
to draw a large number of pleaders to the subordinate courts. 

A Hissar correspondent of the same paper notices the 
abundance of serpents in that district and the deaths caused 


by them. Amongother persons, Mr. Davis, patrol of customs, 
recently died of snake-bite. The writer regrets that, while Go- 


_-vernment bestows hundreds of rupees as reward for killing dogs 


and wolves, which are far less dangerous, no reward is as- 
signed by it for destroying serpents ; and is of opinion that if 
one be fixed, numbers of lives will be saved from destruction. 


Under the heading “ Jullundur,” the same paper draws . 


attention to the inconvenience suffered by railway passengers 
in traversing the road between Kurtarpore and the Beas, and 


suggests that, until the railway bridge over that: river is 
rebuilt, the railway authorities should arrange to conduct the 
trains on both sides of the river to its very bank, and erect a 
bridge-of-boats on the river. 


Under the heading “ Peshawur,” the same paper states 
that at the Jue Shaikh, a place situated outside that city, a 
woman had her nose cut by two bad characters. As the place is 
a sceneof frequent disturbances, where wicked acts like the one 
under notice are very common, the writer points out to the au- 
thorities the desirability of prohibiting women from going there. 


The attention of the authorities is also drawn to the bad 
state of the roads and bridges and the necessity of repairing 


them. One of the bridges has been lying 1 in a eeasneennd 
state for the past six months. - 


The Panjabt Akbdr of the same . in its column of 
local news, asserts that numbers of vagrants are seen wanderr 
ing about the city streets. As these persons are scarcely less 
mischievous than swindlers or other bad characters, they ought 
to be kept under proper restraint. Such of them as appear 
by their actions to be mad, ought to be sent to a lunatic asy- 


lum, while sturdy beggars who stroll from place to ioe coil 
to be reclaimed from their idle habits. . 
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- The Majma-ul-Bahrain of the same datenotices the reforms 
introduced .by the new Raja of Nabha in the management 
of the household. ~All superfluous expenses incurred in the 
time of the late Raja have been stopped, and economy has 
been so far kept i in view in all matters, that even the money 
received in presents has been ordered to be paid into the trea- 
sury.- Tho: Raja is also praised for paying great attention to 
dealing out justice to his subjects, of which he has given a 
convincing proof in causing a letter-box. to be placed at the 


_ gate of the court, in order that all persons who may have any 


complaints to prefer or grievances to represent, may easily do 
so. by dropping their petitions into the box. 


The same paper states that in consequence of the death 
in the prime of youth of Sardar Haree Singh, the son and 
successor of Sardar Basant Singh, jagheerdar of Kheree, in the 
Loodhiana District, and his leaving no issue or other heirs, the 


. estate will escheat to Government. As, however, there are 


three women in the-family, viz., the two widows of Sardar 
Basant Singh and one of Sardar Haree Singh, the writer 
strongly hopes that the Deputy Commissioner will be moved 
to fix a suitable maintenance allowance on them. 


The Benares Gazette of the 18th September states that 
in consequence of the fifty-five years rule having been put in 
force at Azimgurh, old men have transformed themselves into 
youths, and remarks that had forty been fixed as the retiring 


age there is no doubt many men would give themselves out 


to be only in their teens. Only one official in the civil court, 
the mahatiz duftar, and the decree nawees of the Sub-Judge’s 
office , are to be affected by the rule. 


The Kérndmah of the same date, in its column of local 
news, bewails the loss suffered by the people of the city from 
the recent: heavy rains. Several thousand houses were des- 
troyed by the rains of the past year, and as, in consequence of 
their extreme poverty and indigence, there could be no hope 


that the people would be able to rebuild them, the then Chief 
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Commiissioner was pléased to commend their distressed condition 
to the attention of the “Municipal ‘Committee, ‘requesting it-to 
render aid in order to save the city from being depopulated. 

Unfortunately, before a list of the poor who stood in need of 
such help was prepared, the Chief Commissioner. was promoted 
to the Lieutenant-Governorship of the Punjab, and after his. 

departure the subje ect failed to attract the attention of the 

authorities; nay, in the very nick ofthis year’s rains, strict orders 

were issued requiring the owners of all houses in ruins in the 

city to rebuild them on pain of punishment. Fear of fine 
-eompelled some of the owners to raise kutcha walls round some | 
of the houses and level others with the ground; but the dis- 

tress of the people did not end: here. The walls set up have 
been destroyed by the rains,. thereby subj ecting the poor to. 
great loss ; while a large number. of houses which had survived 
last year’s rains, have been either razed.to the foundation or 
suffered serious damage. The writer regrets to observe that a, 
city which was once in a remarkably prosperous state, and. 
whose population was constantly on the increase, should have 
been reduced to.such a desolate condition. -About twenty-five. 
thousand houses were levelled with the ground after the .mu-. 
tiny of 1857, while some four or five thousand fall in ruins - 
every year for wantof repair. There is no hope that the poor 
will be able to rebuild the demolished houses, and it is probable 
that the materials will be sold, and the price made use of to 
meet the expenses of razing the houses to the ground. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


The Muftdi-Am of the 15th September notices the grant 
by the Government, North-Western Provinces, of a reward, 
Rs. 1,000, to the Collector of Ghazeepore, for writing a history 
of that city. - The editor is at a loss to make out what there 
can possibly be ‘good or inviting in the history of .a city like 
Ghazeepore, which is neither remarkable as a capital city of 
of ancient sovereigns, nor contains any splendid monuments © 
or magnificent buildings like Delhi‘ ‘or Agra; and° ‘remarks 
that, sincee” th book has been written by ‘an officer, it must be 
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good, according to the well-known saying “ Kalim-ul-muldk 
muldk-ul-kaldm” (the writings of princes are the prince of 
writings), 
il correspondent of the Allygurh Institute Gazette of the 
same date, complains that deputy-inspectors practise great 
oppression on the tehseelee teachers under their control. 
Some time ago it was ruled by Government that the pupils 
in tehseelee schools should be made to pay a tuition-fee of 
two annas each, and that at the end of the month the amount 
of fees thus collected should be paid by the teachers into the 
tehseel treasury, and a receipt, together with a duplicate, should 
be obtained, the former being submitted by them to the de- 
puty-inspector, and the latter being kept to themselves. To 
ensure greater regularity and punctuality in payment, orders 
have now been issued by the Government, North-Western 
Provinces, that no tehseelee teacher should receive his pay for 
a month unless his salary bill is accompanied by a receipt of 
the schooling-fees for that month. Since the issue of these 
orders, deputy-inspectors have made it a rule with them to 
pay the fees into the public treasury a few days before the 
end‘of the month, by cutting some twenty or twenty-five days’ 
pay of the teachers for the last month, which is felt highly op- 
pressive by the latter. The majority of them get Rs.10a 
month, but few being so fortunate as to receive Rs. 20 or 25; 
and it may, therefore, be imagined how hard it is for them to 
have more than two-thirds of their pay cut by deputy -in- 
spectors month by month. 


The correspondent also points out the injustice of demand- 
ing ‘a fee from pupils of tehseelee schools, and remarks that, 
since the people already pay a school cess, it is not proper 
that they should be made to pay a separate tuition-fee for the 
education of their children. If the fee is to be charged 2 at all, 
the school cess ‘should be discontinued. 


The same paper has another communicated article, written 
by a hulkabundee teacher in the 3rd Circle on the trouble 
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and‘inconyenience and the dis graceful treatment-village school- 
masters have to suffer at the hands of the siyaha naweeses 
in the tehseelees when they go to get their pay. The writer 
gives the following picture of the tricks played by those offi- 
cials in order to extort — from the miserable pittance 
of the schoolmasters :-— 


“ On hearing of the receipt of the isalihidieisahens pay-bill 
in the tehseelee, which is 8, 10, 12, and ‘sometimes 14 miles 


. distant from our different villages, we repair there for pay- 


ment. ,With our heart beating with fear we salute the siyaha 
nawees as low as we do a great officer, lest we offend him ; still 
very often our anticipatious are realized. Knowing fully, he 
artfully asks the reason of our troubling him, looking fretful 
and rather cross. We humbly reply, ‘ We have come, Sir, for 
tunkhwah,’ at which he unhesitatingly rejoins, ‘ Bills have not 
yet been received -in the office; come again.’. We come out, 
labouring under some disappointment, and thinking over the 
troubles undergone by us in making the fruitless journey in 
tempestuous and rainy weather. Very often, on earnestly 
inquiring, we are told, to our inexpressible joy, by somefriendly 
chuprassee .that the bills are already received, and that the 
siyaha nawees plays tricks. We then again repair to the stern 
gentleman, who, finding we are informed, changes his airs and 
demeanour a little, and says in a milder tone, ‘ Come after an 
hour, I am’ very busy; tehseeldar sdéhib wants these (showing 
some lengthy papers) just now.’ Thus comforted, we sit at 
the tehseelee-door, congratulating each other. on our good for- 
tune. After sometime when we go in he begins to look as usual, 
and, seemingly still more irritated, speaks out—‘ Why do you 
disturb me so often, did I nat tell you to come after office-hours. 
Chuprassee turn, these troublesome mudarrises out.’ Thus 


_ treated, we again come out in despair and patiently wait the 


hour. ‘When at last the office is over, he, rather kindly looking 
at us, tells us, to our extreme distress, ‘ I am sore tired ; teh- 


seeldar sdhib has given me so much work to-day : you shall. 
have your pay to-morrow morning. i 
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"Phe writer invites’ the: attention of Government and the 
I nspector of the 3rd Circle to the grievance, and suggests the 
following measure in order to do away with it. Instead of 
, j paying siyaha naweeses four annas from the hulkabundee fun 
4 for each school in the pergunnah (and there are at least ear 
or thirty. hulkabundee schools in every tehseelee) for the extia 
duty, it would be more. convenient both to the teachers and. 
the Educational Department to engage the services of a 
separate mohurrir and a peon in every tehseelee with the money 
thus paid, as is done in Oudh. The mohurrir’s duty will be 
‘to copy bills and prepare. other educational statements required ) 


for the annual report, and that of the peon to distribute the 
‘teachers’ pay at their villages. 


The Akhbér-t-Anjuman-i-Panjdb of the same date learns 
from the Proneer that Captain Holroyd, Director of Public 
Instruction, Punjab, is about to go to England on furlough, and. 
that Dr. Leitner, Registrar of the Punjab University, is sure 
to be appointod inthis place. The editor fully concurs with 
the views of the Pioneer. He is strongly of. opinion that no 
person has better claims. for the office than the Doctor, and 
believes that the Punjab Government, both in consideration of . 
his zeal and indefatigable labours in the spread and advancement 
of learning in the Punjab, and his superior literary accom- 
plishments, will acknowledge Dr. Leitner’s title to the pre- 
ferment, and do him full — by wereing' him to the-dis- 
tinction. : — 


The Khair Khwdh-i-Panjab of the 16th lciaiidinn praises 
the Nawab of Loharoo for establishing a female school in his 
territory. A schoolmistress has been invited from Delhi on a 
salary of Rs. 30 per mensem. In order to set an example to 
his subjects, the Nawab has proposed to begin with teaching 
the princesses of his own family to read and write. He hag 
also passed an order to the effect that all girls who attend the 
school will receive a monthly allowance of one rupee. The 
Nawab also intends to establish a press in his territory, 
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The following Vernacular newspapers bene | been exatmined in 
this report, viz. :— 
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